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February 28, 2020 
 
re: Observation of Jon Lloyd’s Sociology Senior Seminar recitation section 
 
Today, I sat in and observed Jon’s 1:25 pm recitation section. There were about 20 
students in attendance this day. Jon started class with a reminder about the upcoming 
Project Topic Summaries assignment and asked if any questions. Then Jon handed out 
the recitation exercise for the day and gave students the opportunity to work with 
partners to complete. This exercise was a written assignment to unpack a video 
watched in the Monday lecture class called “Policing the Police.” He gave them about 
15 minutes to complete. While they worked, he walked around and checked in with 
them. Next, Jon opened up discussion about the exercise and video. He occasionally 
called on students by name to answer if no one spoke up. He also asked students to 
“raise hands” when asking a “How many of you thought…” I found this to be an 
interesting tactic, and it actually worked for him because he could then follow up with a 
question to the students based upon how they raised their hands. After the exercise 
questions, he then asked additional discussion questions that I had prepared for the 
class. I intervened at one point to follow up on one of the questions that the students 
were very quiet on. I was able to elicit a bit more feedback (primarily, I did this because I 
really wanted to see the students’ thoughts.) Jon then asked the students to complete 
the last question of the exercise to finish out class. 
 
On the whole, I think Jon is off to a good start for his teaching career. He managed the 
classroom time well, and attempted to engage the students, through letting them 
answer, calling on specific students, and asking for students to “raise hands.” Jon can 
work on building a bit more rapport with students by engaging more in a back-and-forth 
conversation when in a small-group setting. However, I know that this type of 
“conversational” style comes with experience and practice, and I do believe that he 
shows much promise to develop this style of rapport with a class. 
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